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JUSTICES, Far. 13. to the ſame purpoſe. 


In a Letter to Sir W. . 5, their Speaker, 


| Feral the Law is fulfilled in one word, in this, Thou ſhalt Fra hy 


Neighbony as thy ſelf. 
But if ye bite and devour one another, Take beed that yew be not eonſumed 


5 50 of another, Gal.5.14,15. 
But tit ts evident by the ſad experience of Twelve Bear 
that there ts very little frutt of all thoſe to2ceable == * 


many anv frequent ways ofcoertion. 7 
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SIR, 


INCE Your Speech made at the Seſſion of the Peace, to the 
Grand Jury there, is by your, and the reſt of the Juſtices Order 
Printed and Publiſhed, I hope you will not take it ili, that a pri- 
vate perſon gives his Opinion concerning it, eſpecially conſider- 
ing, that your modeſty has premifed, you ſhould 4:ſcover that weakreſs 
which by your ſilence might have been concealed. 

Sir, As for that worthy Character you give of your ſelf, your Gene- 
roſity and Publick Spirit abftrafted from all private conſiderations what ſo- 
ever, Yourproof and proteſtation of it.I have this to ſay, that you are 
to me much a ſtranger. I am unwilling to make enquiry into your life 
and ations, and therefore ſhall give as much credit to what you ſay, as 
one can reaſonably give to him that praifeth himſelf —- but could not 
vindicate himſelf in the Eyes of\the Commons of Exgiand in Parliament - 
Otherwiſe I ſhould have wondred that a Gentleman (who had approv'd 
himſelfto his Country, by the experience of ſo great a number FR 
and in two Parliaments of ſuch different qualifications (wherein every 
Member was tryed oftner and more ſeverely than the pureſt Gold) of 
{uch excellentIntegrity, Parts and Vertnes, ſhould be neglected in the 
Three late Parliaments. The Country is not. wont in theſe caſes to caſt 
of thoſe that have done them eminent Services; ſure I am there was a vez 
ry great number of the ſame perſons in all theſe Parliaments, and in the 
greateſt honour and eſteem by thoſe that elefted them,and by others alſo. 

In the next Paragraph, you teli us, This Kingdom us at preſent under 
very ſad circumſtances ;, and upon enquiry into the cauſe, you fay (and I 
think boldly enough) we have loft the Fewel of Government. I perceive Sir 
}W.S. may fay what he pleaſes ; but I doubt it would have been dangerous 
for a Grand Inqueſt to have writ. Bi!lz vera upon ſuch a preſentment. - 
What ! His Majeſty upon the Throne in Peace,and yet the Government 
loſt ! It is dreadfu], like Be/ſhi4zzar*s Hand writing upon the Wal]. 3Zene 
HMene, God hath numbred thy Kingdom and fitſhedit. 1 hope Sir, you are 
no skilful State Phyſician : God forbid you ſhould in this Diagnoftick. 
You tnay if you pleaſe ſee more to this matter in the Courant of Dec.23. I 


expected next the proof of your Aſſertion, but you . defer that, and tell 
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us of our Princes mercy in the A# of Oblivion. I ſuppoſe there% no man 
in England, that underſtands things to any purpoſe, that is not ſenſible of 
His Majeſties Grace in the A# of Obl:vion, wherein he had the councel 
of his Parhamenr ; but there are a ſort of Men that labour much to turn 
the AF of Obl:wion into an AH of Remembrance; there's. no ACt that 
ever the King Paſs?d,more grievous to them than that ; and the reaſon is 
not, becauſe the King has Pardoned His Enemies, but becauſe they can- 
not by his power wreck their malice upon their hated Neighbours. Lam 
perſwaded Sir, when you conſider the fad ſtate of the Kingdom better, 
you will find that Mens envy at their Neighbours. Liberty and Enjoy- 
ments, and a ſtrange ill will they foſter againſt them, is the great cauſe 
of our ſad Diviſions. It is not becauſe the Government is loſt, but be- 
cauſe it is not loſt, that men rage as they do. Thereware not a few who 
long for nothing more than the confuſton of the Government; for they 
reckon that the only way to effe&t their Revenge, than which nothing 
would more rejoice their hearts.Nay,they could wellbe content to under- 
£0 the hazards of a Combuſtion in proſpect of the Satisfaftion they hope 
for in concluſion, by the Ruine of their Maligned Neighbours and Coun- 
trymen. And the true reaſon why they believe ſo little of the Popiſh Plot, 
is becauſe the Diſcovery of it jultifies the fears of thoſe they have ſo long 
{corn'd upon that account. I muſt acknowledge the Pap:iſts and their 
difſembling Agents have wrought ſtrongly upon theſe paſſions, and have 
at length rais?d them to ſuch a height, that, in my Opinion, they can- 
not be allayed without a Parliament,whichI take to be a part of the Go- 
vernment. But if a Popiſh Succeſſor come firſt, (which God of his great 
mercy prevent I cannot think that thoſe enraged People, who have al- 
ready made uſe of Subornations and Perjuries to ſhed bloud by, will ſtick 
at a Pariſian Bartholomew Fealt, if they can find noreadier way of deftroy- 
ing thoſe they hate. 

You go on in ſetting forth the Goodneſs of His Majeſties Government 
. (which is an odd way of ſhewing the Government to be loſt.) He takes no- 
' thing from any man, doth not oppreſs the meaneſt of His Subjefts, nor interpoſ- 
eth His Authority to obſtru#t Fuſtige. We joyfully grant all this, and more 
concerning the King ; but we cannot excuſe his Miniſters; your laſt long 
Parliament found cauſe to complain of divers Publick Grievances, to 
provide Laws againſt ſome.,and to charge one GreatMan with HighTrea- 

. fon m many particulars. | x 
Next you tell us, the miſchief ofthe loſs of the Government, but all - 
your inſtances, inſtead of proving we have no Government, prove the 
quite contrary, taat we have a good Government. For no man can taks a 
pair of Shoes oy any thing elſe out of a Shop, without payment, but he is punilht 
for it, 5f he can be found out, and no Government can puniſh thoſe that are con- 
: ceaPd 
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ceal'd, Bene vixit, qui bene latuit. Nor can any man paſs through Lom- 
bard Street, and ſupply his Pock;ts without good conſideration. Indeed we 
have heard of ſome that took a great many Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
out of Lombard Street upon good conſideration, which was afterwards 
made invalid ; but His Majeſfy was gracioully pleaſed to grant an Equi- 
valent; but I read in ſome Publick Prints, of obſtruftions in the iſſuing 
of that Equivalent, which yet lam far from imputing to the King, bur 
know not how to defend'all his Miniſters. , -_ FS 

In the begfnring of your next Pericd you tell us, that God Almighty 
knew this, [ the calamities of being without Government) whemhe created 
man, and therefore gave him a Lew by which he ſhould live and govern himſelf 
and printed it in his heart called the Law of Nature, &c. This is a ſurpriſ- 
ing way of diſcourſe; for the natural import of it is this, Yiz. That to 
prevent the miſchief of being without Government, God had made eve- 
ry man his own Governor ; ſo-that he has no need of any other Govern- 
ment. Apain, It proceeds ſomewhat incoherently : God knew when. he 
created man what evils he would incur notwith; anding the Law of Nature in. 
his heart, if there was not alſo an outward Governm:at \, therefore he gave him 
the Law of Nature, and printed it in his heart. I ſuppoſe Sir,you ſpake ex- 
temporary,but I then wonder you ſhould be'againſt extemporary Prayers 
and extemporary Sermons, and uſe an extemporary Speech upon ſuch a 
Solemn Occaſion. 

You proceed, If man had attended to this Law, there would have beeu 
10 Contentions or quarrels, xo nor fears and jealoufics, which are the Devils 
Engines to batter down the peace of the World ;, but the Devil made man forget 
his God — and grow to ſuch Wickedneſs, that God ſwept them away by an uni- 


. verſal Deluge,&c. Here 1s a ſpecial remark upon Years and Fealouſics in 


the Old World : but-I find no ſuch mentioned in the Holy Hiſtory ; it 
was paſt that, The Mighty Mer executed accoiding to their Luſts, ſo 
that the Earth was filled with violence effeCtua'ly, and if they feared it be- 
fore it came upon them, they had cauſe enough, and thoſe fears were not 
in vain. . It ſeems it was in your mind to expoſe the Phraſe_of Fears and 
Fealouſies, and therefore you muſt needs bring it in here by Head and 
Shoulders. But if you pleaſe to call to mind ſome of the Addreſſes of 
your Loyal Long Parliament, you will find they did not abhor from ſuch 
like expreſions. In their Addrefs againſt the Duke of York's 

Ote.z1. Marriage, they pray His Majeſty To relieve his good 8ubiefts from 
1673. thoſe fears and apprehenſions which they ly under, ſrem the pregreſs 
had been made in the Treaty. And they further ſay, We greatly 
fear, &C. That for another Age at the leaſt, this Kingdem will be under con- 
cinual apprebenſions of the Cronth of Popery, and the danger of the Prote- 
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1n their Addreſs of March 167] they adviſe His Majeſty, That for the 
ſatisfying the minds of his good Subjefts, who are much diſquieted with the ap- 
prebenſcons of the dangers ariſmg to this. Kingaom from the Growth and Power 
of the French King, &c. I could cite you more of this kind, but my reſoly- 

cd brevity hinders. ; 
- Thus Sir, You were a Member of that Loyal Houſe of Parliament, 
which had the Preſumption to tel His Majeſty of the Fears and Fealeuſies 
of his good SubjeFts : but what is the matter now.after a horrid Popiſh Plot 
againſſi His Majeſty, and a great many Plots againſt his good Subjeds, 
that now it muſt be a breach of the Peace to talk of Fears and Fealouſies ? 
I fear Sir, you have taken it ill you were not choſen in theſe late Parlia- 
ments,and that you are fallen out both with Parliament and People upon 
that ſcore. | 
You go on: This Rebellion Þ. of Corah ] you may obſerve as all other Re- 
bellions almoſt that I have hoard of, began upon the pretence of Religion and Li- 
berty.Here you have a mind to expoſe the Terms of Relzgion and Liberty, 
as before you did Fears and Fealoyſtes, and you pick out the Rebellion of 
Corah, as a ſingular inſtance of the prevalence of the Devil in that Tract 
of time between Neeb and our bleſſed Saviour : One would have thought 
that the Kings of Egypr keeping in Bondage, and evilentreating the Chil- 
dren of | Four Hundred years together, who at laſt commanded the 
Male Infants to be killed,and upon their demand in the name of the 
Lord God, and npon their petition to him for liberty of Religion, en- 
creaſed their affliction and bondage, forcing them to make Bricks without 
Straw, and ſtill exafting the ſame Tale of Bricks as before, beating them «f 
they performed it not ;, and the King ſaid, Ye are idle, ye are idle, therefore 
ye ſay, Let us go and lo Sacrifice to the Lord, And Pharaoh hardened his 
heart to ſuch a degree.that God raiſed him up or made him ſtand to ſhew 
his power, and that his Name might be declared throughout all the 
Earth. One would have thought I ſay, that this example af Wickedneſfs 
againſt the Law of Nature, and Gods ſtnpendious Vengeance that pur- 
ſued the Egyprians to almoſt their utter deſtruftion for the ſame, ſhould 
have been as ready to your mind asthe Rebellion of Corah; Ihope you do 
not think that Moſes and the People of 1ſ7ael, being Subjects. to Pharaoh, 
were therefore Rebels for being of another Religion, and craviog-liber- 
ty upon that account. But now I think on't, this of Coraþ was brought 
in as an inſtance of great Sin after the Law of Nature was written in two 
Tables; but he muſt be wonderfully ſagacious,that can find in theLaw of 
Nature or Ten Commandments, that the Prieſthood was to be entated 
to the Sons of Aaror, 'and none elſe of Levi?s Family, of which Corah 
was. Under favour, I think this was a Rebellion againſt a ſpecial Re- 


velation as Sax/”s aſo was, when he deſtroyed not King Agag and the 
Py Cattle 
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Cattle with the Awalek:tes, 1Sam.15. A proper example is this of Corab, 
to be urged by the Pope againſt thoſe Princes and others that Rehel a- 
eainſt him as High Prie(t upon earth of all Gods People. But Religion 
and Rebellion muſt be made to depend one upon another : a neat way of 
making Atheiſts. and when als done, I reckon it a very falie- Notion, 
That all RebeRions almoſt you have heard of began mpon preterce of Religion and 
Liberty;for take we buta view of the Wars and Rebellions that have been 
in England ſince William the Firſt, and how few of them have began upon 
pretence of Religion and Liberty,in compariſon with them thathave been 
commenc?d:npon pretence of Title to the Crown ? The'bloudy Conteſt - 
between the Houſes of Tork and Lancaſter alone laſted about a Hundred 
Years. Andthe Wars of our Eg; Kings-in France, whichdured long, 
and broughtgreat deſolation upon that Country, had the fame ground ; 
perhaps you will not call theſe Rebellions except Religion had been pre- 
tended; but that were to beg the Queftion, - And if you reſpect the 
Wars occafion*d and fomented by the Pope, he will fairly tell vou” that 
all his Wars are ofa Prieſtly Sovereign againſt Rebels and Hereticks. 
But that which lies coucht in theſe two paſlages is, That to fear the coming 
3z of Papery by a Popiſh Sncceſſor to the ſubverting our Religion; and to be 
jealous of our ___ from a ſeries of Treaſonous attions in great men againſt 
rt is a breach of the Peace, and at leaſt bordering upon Re- 
ion. 

Next you are pleas'd to make merry with Appeals to the People [Ex- 
cellent Arbiters in matters relating to Government] Methinks Sir,you come 
00 near the Declaration againſt the Two laſt Parliaments, and mani- 
fold Addreſſes of the Juftices and ſome Grand Juries and a great many 
Burroughs, that were eaſily taken with ie. 

You ſeem Sir, to be alittle out in your Divinity, whilſt you introduce 
God Almighty in Creation, Giving Man 4 Law, and printing it on his 
heart, and by our Lord Chriſt reſtoring that Law, by inſtruction, and the 
ſending of Biſhops to govern the Church by Ceremonzes,and Litnrgies, which 
have the Santtion of a Parliament, whereas Gods giving his Laws into Mens 
minds, and writing them-in their hearts, is made both bythe Prophet Fere- 
my and the Divine Author to the Hebrews, theſpecial Promiſe and Pri- 
viledge of the New Covenant, whereof Chrift is Mediator. And if Chriſt 
has not written his Laws-in mens hearts by the Goſpel, Sir Ws Argu- 
ment Uothrequally juſtifie all the Papsts of Sparn, Italy, France,*e. as the 
Proteſtants of the Church of England, and equally condemn the Proteftants 

in thoſe Countrys, as the D:fenters here in Exgland; for they have their 

Biſhops by a continued Succeſſion as well as we, and they have their Cere- 
monies and Litvrgy (called the 2afs) as well as we ; and theſe have the 

Sanitionof their Parliaments;the agree ment both of Kings and People,as well as 
; —_ * 
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ours. Thus Sir, you have made. Popery as much the Religion of Chriſt 
as Proteſtantiſm, and juſtifie all Perſecutions of Chriſtians, that are made 
by Biſhops afid Laws. The French King is beholding to you for vindi- 
cating him in his preſent Perſecution of the poor Proteſtants, to whom yet 
{thanks be to God and the King) we give entertainment. 

But when you ſeriouſly think of, this Eſtabliſhment by Biſhops, and the 
agreement in Parliament, It rasſeth your admiration how any man can thin 
bimſelf _ dealt with, when he uu required to comply with that which he hath 
before agreed. Pray Sir, were you never on the Negative fide in any Law 
that was paſsd in thoſe Parliaments wherein you fate? if you were, then 
you did not agree to that Law, now ſuppole that that Law had been the 
Law of conformity to the 24aſs, as it was in Queen- Maries days,would 
you have thought your ſelf obliged to have yielded obedience to it, be- 
cauſe you were over Voted? Sir, San&ions of King and Parliament 
cannot make a thing good, which in its nature is not ſo: neither can it 
make an indifferent thing lawful to me, if I in my Conſcience think it: o- 
therwiſe, for whatſoever #5 not of Faith is ſm. Chrilt has not given Biſh- 
ops to be Lords over his Heritage, which they will be,if you give them 
power te make Laws and enforce them againft the Conſcience of Beliey- 
ers, in things not necefſary to be determin'd, and much leſs in things 
already otherwiſe determin*d in the Doctrine of Chriſt... 

You admire again, That any ſhould think it reaſonable that Publick: Con- 
venticles ſhould be permitted in oppoſition to th: ſaid Eſtabliſhed Government. 
I have ſaid ſomething before that is applicable to this, to allay this ad- 
miration. Iadd, that many Conventiclers do think their Paſtors to be 
Biſhops ETicw-m, or Overſeers (as your ſelf note) which they are as 
much obliged to obey,as if there were an Humane Lay for it, 

Again, Some are greatly offended at the rancour and bitterneſs they 
perceive in many high-flown Men of the Church, againſt thoſe that diſl- 
ent from them,who would have thoſe ſevere Laws execnted againſt them, 
whilſt in the mean time, they are not more certain of any thing,than that 
they heartily defire their own Salvation, and endeavour honeſtly to find 
out, and to walk in the right way to it; and hence they are moſt certain 
it is contrary to the mind of Chriſt, any of his Followers ſhould puniſh 
them for their Meeting together in his Name, in purſuance of thoſe endþ; 
and conſequently that Church that does ſo, offends againſt a Fundamen- 
tal Point of Chriſtian Prattice, for they have the like perſwalion con- 
cerning the Integrity of others that differ from them, as they have of 
themſelves, and are therefore fure, that if they be ſo, they can no more 
cxecute Penalties upon them, than they upon others. They. ought to 
have the ſame love and reſpect for them, as they have for Conformiſts; 
and ro do unto them as they would have them ds unto themſelyes, if ny be 

i otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe minded, they offend both againft the Law of nature and the. 
Law of Chriſt, -1f. either they or.the Difleaters offend againſt the neceſ- 
fary Principles and Laws of; Goyernment, though it be never ſo much 
their conſciences ſo todo, they deny not the Magiſtrates right to puniſh 
them: bur they are certain thjs.is none of thoſe caſes. It is an excellent 
paſſage ofthe lateLord Chief Juſtice,Sirz4{arthew Hale p.1308.blerved in 
is Life, relating to the Quakers ; He conſidered Marriage and Succeſſion 
4s aright of nature . (there is the ſame reaſon of other rights of nature) 
from which noxe ought to be barred , what miſtake ſorver they might be under 
inthe Points of Revealed Religion. Surely the publick meeting together 
to worſhip God is a natural-right ; which therefore men ought nor to be 
deprived of, though they miſtake in the circumſtances of their ſomeet- 
ing and worſhiping But1will leave the defence of publick meetings to 
publick prints, ſpecially I cefer you to the Conformiſts Plea for the Nex- 
conformiſts, the firſt and ſecond parts; for that jnreafon ſhould be read 
, by you with leſs prejudice , than thoſe things they ſay in their own -be- 


You cannot underftand, but that the Conventiclers allow their teachers 
both Infallibility and Supremacy :: what Sir., more then you allow:to 
your wean: ? you would not bave ſaid this, but that you hada'mind to 
make an odious Parallel between Papiſts and Diffenters. But who knows 
not, that Diſſenters do all maintain this as the great principle of Prote- 
ſtantiſm, viz. That every man onght to be ſatisfied in his awn Fudgment can- 
Ccerning bis Religion, and not to ww bis faith upon any man, ————_ men, 
farther thay ber 4 are perſwaded from the infalliblewordof God. And this is 
the chief reaſon why they frequent gathered Churches, and not Pariſh 
Churches ; and ſometimes go from one Congregation to another , 2s 
they find-it more conducing to: the great end of their eternal Salva- 
tion. phrng 1644/55 £2, £1 3 WE 
You ſay, The Ronnſh Charch # an united body , wid not to be withftovd but 
by anather mnited body., and if the people mere united and reconciled to this true 
Oy Church of. England , i was not poſſible that Popery ſhould prevail 


Firſt-Sir, The people are fo far united to this Church, that they have 
the ſame Faith , and the ſame Pottihe for Subſtance ; and they wor- 
ſhip God in no-otber. manner.;than 4s allawed by the praftice of the Church 
of Eng] zd; ſo thati would fajn be informed what better capacity the, 
Church of Eng/and would bein; if all come tothe: Pariſh-Church, than 
naar pray cheep wetkeg age PonfadeOileaceria mc hav 
* would that hinder a PopiſhSaccellor ingingin Popery ? We ſee 

that under qur paar hv von nn Prince {to whom- God grant a long 
and happy Reign). we. can A our. &lves\from being pe" 
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ces, Which may eaſily be foreſeen t0_ar ſe therefrom, 'touſe your 
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- and deſtroyed by Adaſſinations , Sham-Plots , and Suborned witneſſts : 


with other Engines of miſchiefs, to which the pariſh Church men ;” as 
wellias others,are equally Subject : weſee* that eyen in F 


the Church ir ſelf, they have raiſed a ſtrong enmity; © Witneſs Doftor 


” - 


- oneagainſt another, according as they are either more Fowler, Gre- 


fierce againſt Proteſtants, and more moderate againſt gory Prebends» 

Papiſts, or on the contrary more moderate to Prote- Glouceſter. | 
ſtants , and more-zealous againſt Papiſts, what then NANCE Hh 
would be done under a Popiſh Succeſſor ? ſhould all Difſettters be recon- 
ciled to the Church, woald that extinguiſh the animoſities among the 


Biſhops and other Clergy and Laity (as they call **#m)of the Church it 


ſelf 2. 1 pray conſider it. | 
Our Diviſions , you ſay. , give boldneſs to the common enemy to makg at- 


* temps upon us; you fay very true, for whilſt he ſees a party that pretends 


to the Church, ſo deſperately mad againſt thoſe (whether in the Church 
or out of it) that being deeply concerned for their Religion, King and 
Government, are zealous againſt the Papiſts and their Fautors, it Can- 
not but incourage the Papiſts to go on in theirDeviliſh Plots and machi- 
nations againſt us.. Is nor wonderful, that-fince the diſcovery of a moft 
horrid Popiſh plot againſt all Proteſtants, ſome of that name that were 
gentle before, ſhould now be violent in the proſecution of their Bre- 
thren ? as if the Diſſenting Proteſtants were to be puniſhed for the Po- 
piſh-plot. O unhappy Tz» ! hadſt chou ſuffered the popiſh Plot to pro- 
ceed to effect, chou mighteſt have reap't a great ſhare in the profits of 
their ſucceſs .- But now thou haſt diſcovered thejr Treachery and faved. 
thy King and'Country , thou art ſcorned , and reproached; thou art in 
jeopardy of thy life every hour, either by aſſaſſination or falſe accuſati- 
on ! And thy. wretched Country is in worſe circumſtances to withſtand 
- Popiſh and Malicious enemies of its Religion and Government than 
| OTeE. LY Y Vt & © 2 Þ ; #4 

. The Luxury and Security of Aſia — | Alexander the Great hopes 
of Conqueſt, Ergo, Our worſhipping of Ged, ſome in-Churches, ſome 
3n Meetings, encourages the French King: A nacural conſequence ; Did- 
the French carry on their War the worſe, becauſe they rmitted” Prote- 
ftants, though at the. ſame time they made. War againſt ' Proteſtants ? 
but he's afrai& of it for the future ; and mult we needs tread in his ſteps; 


.and 2 by his Policies : ſurely he that proſecutes Proreſtanrs with Penal- 


ties for being ſo, does the-Pope and French Kings Work ;" for what <a 
they deſire moreat preſent? AndT heartily-wiſh Thar the. i conſequen- 
+ > 5 S. way 


prevail wich men that pretend to love their King ani Conntry;- pes 
'rhey 
have 


not to be guilty of any thing that. willhring ruin upew thei" F66 wh 


(12) S. 
have rained the Dsfenters, they will next. fali upon. thoſe of the 
Church that favour them, and when they areruin'd; it will be eafie fe? 
, Popiſh Succeſfor either to turn them to Poxcry, or ruine the remain- 
er. , WE - ks: 
As for the Diberty you fay they have—— according to-Law, 'of cx- 
erciſing Religion in their own Houſes: | INC 

Firſt, That is denied where Proreſtarts are: proſecuted to Confilcation 
of their Eſtates, as/Popsſh Recuſants for not going to Church. 

And Secondly, The ſame Paſſions and Counciis that now endeavour 
to ſuppreſs their Meetings, would thea proſecute them as Rioters- for 
meeting aboye Three beſides the Family,.to do an unlawful ation, as I 
have known it done by fome of your Bench. 

lt. is eaſily ſaid by you, rather Humor: than Conſcience, when they will. yet 
offend againſt the Law, 'by theſe PublickConventicles, [| but they would be ; 
very glad to find it ſuch an humor, as they could corrett with fatisfation 
to Conſcience; it would bea great eale to their minds, beſides the ad- 
vantage to their outward cancerns} which are ſo deftruttive to the Peace 
and Safety of th: Kingdom. There was a time when His Majeſty v a3 pleas'd 
to declare, That it was evident by the ſad expr:ence of Twelve Thars, that 
there is very lutle fruit of all thoſe forceable courſes [many and' frequent 
ways of coertion }] - Ad therefore (laith he) He do-now iſſue this Our De- 
claration,' as well for the quieting,, .of the' minds of Our good Subjetts inth; ſe 
points, far throiting Strangers, 18 ths conjuntture,' to come and live under 4s, 
ard for the better encouragement of all to.a chearful following of their. Trades 
and Callings, " from whente we hope, bythe bleſſing of God, 10 have many good. 
and Tn. 7 to*our Government :' As alſo for preventing for the fu- 
ture, t __ — otherwiſe ariſe from prevate Mectings and Sediti- 
ous Conventecles: i\ His Majeſty you-ſee Sir HY. was not then of your mind, 
after Twelve Years.Expetience avd'Obſervation, that Publick Conven- 
ticles were ſo deſtruCtive to the Peaceiard Safety of the Kingdom, but 
the very. contrary.. - What tho His. Majeſty. was graciouſly pleaſed to 
Cancel:that.Declaration,at the Humble Requeſt of His Loyal Long, Par- 
 liament; becauſe it did not ground it ſelf -upon + Legal Authority ; yet 

>] hope His Majeſties Reaſon and Judgment expreſt in-it,may be of weight: 
to the Juſtices of Aiddleſex and T ordon too ; eſpecially when the Qpi- 
nion of the Commons of England in Parliament concurs with it; [beſides 
who knows that ifthere be any :Favourite at Court,,-whq deſignes againſt 
the people- (as there ſeldom wants ſuch as cannot endure, the breath of. 
a Parliament.) he.or ſhe has the recommendation of Juſtices, which there- 
fore beigg their creatures, muſt ſerve their il] purpoſes? 2nd how eafie 
it is for one or two ſuch Juſtices to get the approbation of the Beiich tg 


their nomination of Jury-Men, then wo be to the People? for they 
| | B 2 : decla re 
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declare in their Vote of Lana 10, Faniar 1580. That it is the Opinion of 
« bis Houſe, that the proſecution of Proteſtaiit Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, 
*. at this time grievous89 the Subjeft, armeakring of the Proteltant Irtereſ?, 
«n encouragement to Popery, and D ANGERQUS to the Peace of the K ing- 
48m." Now [am clearly of Opinion, that the King and Commons of Ezg- 
land together, their Judgment israther to be taken in this matter than 
Sir. W.S*s. andallthe Bench of Juſtices aſſenting. - | | 
You will fay perhaps, thatthe Popifh Plot, ſince the time of His Maje- 
fties Declaration, dilcover®d, has render*d them unworthy of that To- 
leration; I grant it, but what have the Dsfſenters done to confute the 
Kings Judgment in this point ;, I hope that 7oleration was not giyen for 
the ſake of the Papiſts alone; ſo that becauſe 'They cannot have benefit 
by His Majeſties Reafoning, No body elſe ſhall;that were a bard thing to 
impute to our Sovereign: However it was, I preſume Sir W.and his Fel- 
. Tow Juſtices did not Ther put in execution the penal Statutes againſt Ds/- 
 fenters, neither for fome years afterward; ſuch Deference did they give 
to His Majeſties reaſon, tho his Authority was with-drawn / Publick 
Conventicles were not then thought ſo deſtruCtive to the Peace and Safe. 
ty of the Kingdom ; And [ know nothing the Dsſſenters are guilty of, bur 
| a ſtrong defire and earneſt endeavour to keep 
Tempora mutantur. out Popery, which they think cannot be done, 
But you would have if a Popsſh Succeſſor be let in ; and-in this 
calfd it bypocriſie in a follow the Judgment of three feverab Houſes of 
Presbiterian to- alter Commons in Parhament. And now I am.fpeak- 
his voice thus thereaſons ingot the Deo/aration for _— | pray.Sir,. 
remaining the ſame. what ſhall hinder a Poprſh Suoce from ſetting 
| : - forth ſuch anothev Edict 
ces tothe Roman Catbelichs, whereby they ſhall 
notonly have the liberty of Publick Meetings; but alſo acceſs to Pariſh 
. Churches, and all this by virtue of That Supream Power in Eccleſiaſtical 
matters, -which1s not only inherent in him, but hath betn dtclar'd and recog-. 
i22d ts beſo by ſeveral Statutes and Att; of Parliament, as inthe faid De- 
claration ; what tho His-preſent Majeſty was ora. ore to recal 
his Declaration, do-you think the Popiſh Succefior would do ſo ? And if 
he ſhould command fuchan Indulgence, I am perſwaded nevera Juſtice 
of Micdleſex, would dare: (as Sir 7ames Hales in: Queen Aarie:days) 
to put the Laws in execution againſt them. ' Poor Sir Fames, who had 
meTited highly of the Queen, ſuffer*d deeply for his Legal Zealand : 
[ doubt is too fad/an example to be followed, however zealous men are 
now againſt Proteſtants. - © $67 9-3" 169735. | 
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Having thus ſhewed the weakneſs of theſe reaſons, upon which you built 
your diſcourfe,, there appears no cauſe why you ſhould fo patheticaly ad- 
jure men for Gods ſakg , aud their own to lay aſide thefe publick Conventicles 
&c. Neither that you ſhould fay , They are one oy and a great one of our © 
preſent troubles; qr that you ſhould invite the Bench and Grand Jury kindly 
ta-agree together in the remedy of this evil: Moreover , If according to the 

th Article of the Church of England , theſe Conventicles or ſome of chew 
le Congregations of faithful men, in which the pure word of God is preached , 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred , according to Chriſts Ordinance , inal 
thoſe things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame ;, them are they , viſible 
Churches of Chrift , and th:y that puniſh theta for ſo doing , do xnkindly 
agree in p&ſecuting the Churches of Chrift , which Chriftiars ought to be 
very wary of.” Take heed'Sir; you are not infallible. i - 

The next thing you recommend, is the Conlideration of Juries , and the 
Statute of 3. Hen. VIII. An Att of Reformation of Impannels for the King, 
Touching which I ſhall leave you to the conſideration of a paper , ſet our 
ſome Monceths ago in an anſwer to a Speech of yours alſo printed upon this- 
Subjc&,, The Fdtiliry and mighty endeavours of the Papiſts ,: to divert 
People from the proſecution of themſelves, haverraiſ'd a great enmity in 
a party or faftion againſt the body of the people , repreſented in-3 Parlia- 
ments ; The City of L ondox which hath the choice of Sheriffs for Loydor 
and Middleſex are careful to chule ſuch Sheriffs as they can rruft , and 
that are not of that party : whereas the Juſtices of 2iddleſex or fome of 
them by their Abhorring , Addreffingandthe tikenftions appear to betoo 
favourable to thatſation ; and therefore the Citizens had rather by much 
the choice of Juries ſhould bein the Sheriffs than in the parrial Juſtices, 
eſpecially at this time , when their Liberties, Lives and Religion are in 


ſuch eminent danger from Sham-plots , Subornations and Perjuries , the 
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concerns we owe under God and his Majeſty to . 
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LL IA People will now: foe that Con- 


iclers are not puniſhed and ruin'd for holdii 

icles, but for being zealous for the Proteſtant 
Religion and Government by. advice of Parliament, 
againſt Popery and Clandeſtine Arbitrary Councels. 
Their on know it to be ſo. .I fear there are 
ſome Juſtices of the Peace and others who either by 
their ill management, or otherwile in the late- unhappy 
 Warrs ſuffer'd themſelves and party to fall into the 
hands of their enemies, which would now under 
colour of Lax and after oblivion take revenge upon 
thoſe few of them that ſurvive , by ruining the whole 
party of Non-conformiſts. They. , like Haman , 

think it below them to cruſh Mordecat alone, EXCEPT 
they involve the whole people of the Jews i in that 
deſtruction. But let them remember there is a God 


that judgeth the earth : His Kingdom ruleth over 


all in ſpight of them. He can deliver , and if he 
will not , they ſuffer in a very good cauſe, for- a 
good conſcience toward God , and for what has 


been declared to be reaſonable by the King , and by 


the Commons of England in Parliament. 
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